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JEAN L 017 GAM 

having been duly sworn by Mrs. Bragan, 
was deposed and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. SLATTERY: 

Q. Your full name is Jean Longan? 

A. Uh-huh, yes, it is. 

Q. That's JEAN? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. My name is Bill Slattery. I'm an 

attorney in New Jersey, and I represent Brown & 
Williamson Tobacco Corporation. With me for Brown & 
Williamson is Mr. Parrish, he's to my right, and the 
other people in the room represent the other 
defendants in this case. Mr. Darnell represents the 
plaintiff, Claire Dewey. Miss Patterson, who is 
next to Mr. Parrish, represents R. J. Reynolds. Mr. 
Mine and Mr. Kearney represent American Brands. 

What we're doing now is taking your 
deposition. It's just a fancy word for your sworn 
testimony, and the purpose of this is to find out 
any facts that you may have knowledge of which are 
relevant, to the lawsuit that Claire Dewey has filed 
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against the three tobacco companies that are 
represented here. And the way we proceed is, I will 
ask questions, and when I finish my question, you 
will be required to answer. Of course, if you don’t 
know the answer , you can just says I don't knov? the 
answer, but in order to do that you have to speak 
the answer rather than nods or gestures or the kinds 
of things we frequently use in discourse. You can’t 
use them here because this young lady has to take 
everything down. So you understand that? • 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Good. If you don’t understand any of my 

questions, please tell me and I’ll try to rephrase 

them and make them understandable. 

If by any chance one of the attorneys 
should object to a question I ask, please withhold 
your answer until we get the objection on the record, 
and in all likelihood you'll be instructed to answer 
at that point. Do you understand that? 

A. Yes. 

MR. DARNELL s Just one more thing. 

Nobody in this room wants you to guess or speculate. 
If you don't recall or you don't know an answer. 
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just tell us that. If you can give us a best 
estimate or a best recollection, then of course we 
would like you to do that. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Q. BY MR. SLATTERY: Mrs. Longan, you are 
the wife of Thomas Longan? 

A. Yes, I am. 

Q. And you reside at 24 Wethersfield Road, 
is it? 

A. Yes . 

Q. In Nashua, New Hampshire? 

A. Yes. 

Q . And you've lived there approximately 18 
years? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Do you know Claire Dewey? 

A. Yes, I do. 


18 


Q. Can you tell me as best you can remember 


19 it when you first met Mrs. Dewey? 

20 A. I met Mrs. Dewey when her son was five. 

21 We met because of car pooling with kindergarten. 

22 Her son Billy and my daughter Erin went to school 

23 together, so -- 
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Q. That would be your daughter Erin? 

2 

A. Yes . 

3 

Q. And your husband gave us the name of a 

4 

kindergarten. Little Pilgrim. Is that the one? 

5 

A. Yes, uh-huh. 

6 

Q. Is that still there? 

7 

A. I believe it is. 

8 

Q. Can you tell us where it's located? 

9 

A. That would be exit seven in Nashua. I'm 

10 

not sure of exactly the street. 

11 

Q. Your husband seemed to think it was at a 

12 

church. 

13 

A. I think The Little Pilgrim Church is -- I 

14 

think it's affiliated with the church. 

15 

Q. That's the name of the church as well? 

16 

A. I believe so. 

17 

Q. How did you come to find out that Mrs. 

18 

Devey's boy Billy was going to the kindergarten and 

19 

might be interested in car pooling with you? 

20 

A. I believe she approached me. She 

21 

probably checked with the personnel there and v;as 

22 

interested in it rather than driving separately 

23 

every day. 
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Q. She found out there was somebody in her 
neighborhood that was also going there? 

A. That's as I remember. 

Q. How long a distance from your home to the 
school was it? 

A. Maybe about four miles. 

Q. And would she drive one day and you drive 
the next or ~ 

A. 1 don't remember how we did that. 

Q. But you alternated? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Starting with that contact, did you 
develop a friendship with Claire Dewey? 

A. Yes, we did. 

Q. Did you eventually have your respected 

husbands meet each other? 

A. Yes, we did . 

Q . Did they become friendly as well? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they as -- as friendly as you and 
Claire were, in your opinion? 

A. I don’t think so. 

Q. Okay. Am I correct that the contact 
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between the Longans and the Deweys was primarily 
between the wives? 

A. For the most part. 

Q. And the husbands would be together in 

social occasions? 

A. Yes 

Q. But not as frequently as you two? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. Did Claire tell you anything about 

her son Billy's health when you first met her or 
even subsequently? 

A. I don't remember that she said anything 
specifically then, no. 

Q. Vlas he a healthy boy based on your 

observations? 

A. I wasn't aware that he had anything 

unusual, you know, any disease or anything. As far 
as I knew, he was. 

Q. Did she ever tell you that he was born 

prematurely? 

A, Yes, she did. 

Q. Did he have problems thriving as related 

to you by her? 
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A. I don't recall that. 

Q. Do you recall anything else she said 

about his prenature birth? 

A . No, I don•t. 

Q. Okay. Was he ever sick, to your 
knowledge, seriously sick while you knew Claire and 
they were living in New Hampshire? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Now, I -- when you first met her, is it 
correct that they were living, the Deweys, on 
Margate Road in Nashua? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they lived there for approximately 

two or three years; is that correct? 

A. Could be. I don't know exactly how long 


Nashua? 


Okay. And then they moved elsewhere in 


Yes, they did. 

Did you remain friendly with Claire when 


they moved elsewhere? 


Yes . 


Q. In other words, off of Margate Road, some 


other address? 
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A. I don't recall that she did. 

Q. Did she discuss any other facts about her 

husband with you other than work? 

A. I don't recall. It was quite so long ago. 

Q. Okay. What did you talk about when you 

saw her? 

A. Oh, mostly the children, and we both 
liked cooking, so, you know, we'd talk about things 
like that. Again, it was a long time ago. It's 
sort of difficult to recall. 

Q. Okay. Did you know where Bill Dewey, Sr. 

worked when they were on Margate Road? 

A. Yes, I knew he worked at Sanders. 

Q. Did you learn that from him, or from 
Claire? 

A. Oh, probably from Claire since I met her 
first. 

Q. Now, do you recall Bill leaving Sanders 
and eventually going with an outfit called Proud 
Foot? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Do you recall he was away from home 
frequently when he was with that company? 
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A. Yes, he traveled. 

Q. Did Claire ever discuss his job at Proud 
Foot with you? 

A. No, she didn't. 

Q. Did she ever say anything to you about 
the fact that he was away from home frequently? 

A. Well, I knew that, you know. She did say 
that he was away and was home on weekends, and 
usually it's a little bit more difficult with 
children when, you know, your husband's away, so she 
had made mention of that. 

Q. But she didn't complain to you about the 

fact that he was away all the time? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Now, did you at some point learn that 
3ill had accepted a position in New Jersey? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell me how you learned that? 

A. From Claire, I would imagine. 

Q. Do you recall what she said to you about 

the job that he was going to accept in New Jersey? 

A. I don't remember what her feelings were. 

Really, I don't know. 


6 S3 31S517 


http://legacy.library.ucsf.efflc(ticKBV(t|(tt|&80 f 0/(pBtt/.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/klhl0001 



(B&W) PROTECTED B V MINNESOTA TOBACCO LITIGATION PROTECTIVE ORDER 


14 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


Q. You don't remember what her feelings were? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you recall her saying anything about 

it was a -- a very good job or an excellent 
opportunity or advancement or anything of that 
nature? 

A. It did seem -- it sounded as though it 
was a good future for him at the time. 

Q. Do you recall what the -- what the 
company was that he was to go with in Hew Jersey? 

A. I believe it was Lazzara's Bakery. 

Q. Did you ever have a discussion with Bill 
about the job at Lazzara's that he was going to take? 

A. Ho. 

Q. Did you ever discuss any of Bill's work 
with Bill? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, am I correct that Bill Dewey 

accepted the job with Lazzara and the family did 
move to New Jersey? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. So we agree on that. 

Do you recall hearing from Claire that 
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the job that Bill had taken at the bakery had not 
worked out the way that they had expected? 

A. Kell, at some point it became evident. I 
don't, you know, just remember the details, but 
there v;ere problems from the company, from what I 
recall. 

Q. How did it become evident to you? 

A. She either told me or vr rote, I don't 

remember which. We did correspond by writing also. 
Q. Did you keep the letters that she sent 

you? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you kept any letters that she sent 

you? 

A . No, I don't. 

Q. But she would, in fact, write a letter as 
opposed to a note to you? 

A. More economical. Oh, I thought you meant 
as opposed to a phone call. 

Q. Well, as opposed to a phone call, sure, 
she would actually correspond by letter? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you would answer it by letter? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And you learned probably in that way that 
the job at the bakery had not worked out to Bill's 
expectations? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Do you recall what -- what she 
said had happened? 

A. I don't really remember exactly. I think 

there was something to do with the family or Lazzara's, 
and somehow financially it just didn't work out. 1 
don't remember what the details were. 

Q. Did you learn that Bill eventually no 

longer was working at the bakery? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did Claire tell you what he was doing 

when he ceased working at the bakery? 

A. I knew -- I think he was -- he was 

writing, I guess, and I do remember he did work 
as -- I'm trying to think of what it was. A 
dispatcher. 

Q. Is that for the taxi company? 

A. Uh-huh, yes. 

Q. . You say he was writing. Is this a novel? 
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A. It was a book. I don't know if it was a 
novel or biography or just what it was. It night 
have been a novel. 

Q. Do you recall what Claire told you about 
the book that he was writing? 

A. No, I don 1 1. 

Q. She did tell you he was writing a book, 
however? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You don't know what kind of a book it was? 

A. I thought it was a novel. I don't recall 

what the subject was. 

Q. Okay. Do you know whether he was writing 
that while he was working at the taxi company? 

A. It seems as though he was doing that at 
that time, I thought. 

Q. Do you recall what type of job he had at 

the taxi company? 

A. The only recollection I have is that he 
was a dispatcher. 

Q. Do you recall the name of the company? 

A. I don't think I ever knew it. 

0. Do you know for how long he did that? 
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1 

A. I don't think it was very long. 1 really 

2 

don't recall, you know, how long. 

3 

Q. Do you recall any other jobs that Claire 

4 

told you Bill had held after the bakery? 

5 

A. I thought he went to work in New York 

6 

then for Merrill Lynch. I think that was his next 

7 

job. 

8 

Q. Okay. Other than the — other than the 

9 

taxi company and Merrill Lynch, you -- you cannot 

10 

recall Claire telling you of any other jobs that he 

11 

held after the bakery? 

12 

A. Not that I recall, no. 

13 

Q. Do you know whether he was unemployed for 

14 

any period of time in excess of a month after 

15 

leaving the bakery? 

16 

A. I don't k now. 

17 

Q. Do you recall Claire ever telling you 

18 

that Bill had been out of work for X months? 

19 

A. I don't recall if she did. 

20 

Q. Do you recall Claire telling you that the 

21 

family was in difficult financial straits subsequent 

22 

to Bill's leaving the bakery? 

23 

A. Probably, yes, because they did move from 


€8931S522 


http://legacy.library.ucsf.efflc(ticKBV(t|(tt|&80 f 0/(pBtt/.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/klhl0001 







(B&W) PROTECTED BY MINNESOTA TOBACCO LITIGATION PROTECTIVE 


ORDER 




the one house to another. 

Q. That's from the house in Franklin Lakes? 

A. To Wyckoff, I believe. 

Q. To the house in Wyckoff. 

And you took that as an indication that 
their financial situation was not good? 

A. I would think so. 

Q. Do you recall anything that Claire said 
specifically with respect to the subject that 
their — of their financial condition? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Did Claire ever tell you that Bill had to 
borrow money from various members of his family? 

A. I don't recall whether she did. No. 

Q. Do you recall that — whether or not when 

Bill Dewey lived in New Hampshire he smoked 
cigarettes? 

A. I think he always did smoke as long as I 

remember knowing him. 

Q. Do you ever recall any time'at which he 
had stopped smoking cigarettes? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Did you ever hear Claire and Bill discuss 
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Bill's smoking of cigarettes? 

A. NO . 

Q. Did you ever hear Claire -- rather, let 

me withdraw that. 

Did Claire ever say anything to you about 
her husband's smoking? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Do you ever recall her saying to you that 
she had asked Bill to stop but he wouldn't? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you ever recall Claire saying to Bill: 
Please stop smoking, I don't like it, or words to 
that effect? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Did Claire ever say anything to you about 
Bill's attempting to stop smoking? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. When did you first learn that Bill Dewey 
was seriously ill? 

A. I don't remember exactly when it was. 

Might have been in the spring, I'm not really sure, 
of the year he passed away. 

Q. And how did you learn that? 
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1 

A. I don't knov; if she v;rote or called. I 

2 

think she might have called at that time because she 

3 

was upset that he was sick. I guess he had gone 

4 

away for a while to rest, she thought. 

5 

MR. KEARNEY: Excuse me, ma'am. Could 

6 

you keep your voice up? 

7 

TEE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

8 

MR. KEARNEY: Thanks. 

9 

Q. 3Y MR. SLATTERY: Did she say what was -- 

10 

it was that causing him to be sick? 

11 

A. The doctor said he may have been overworked 

12 

and needed a rest. 

13 

Q. He was not, I take it, in the hospital at 

14 

that point? 

15 

A. No. 

16 

Q. Do you recall how — did you eventuallv 

17 

learn that he was hospitalized? 

18 

A. Yes, I did. 

19 

Q. Do you recall how long before his being 

20 

hospitalized you had this conversation with Claire 

21 

in which she said the doctor said he needed a rest? 

22 

A. I don't know. Might have been few months, 

23 

maybe. I really don't remember the dates. 
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Q. How did you learn that he had been 
hospitalized? 

A. Again, I don't recall whether it was by 
phone or letter . 

Q. Do you recall what -- either a phone call 
or a letter from Claire -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. --to you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall what she said the reason 
for this hospitalization was? 

A. I guess he was coughing and she didn't 

know, you know, just what it was that he had, but it 
seemed not to have gotten better when he was away, 
and I don't remember now if she said just what he 
had, if they thought it was pneumonia or something 
like that. 

Q. Did she ever at any point prior to Bill's 
death tell you that Bill had cancer? 

A. I think X may have known shortly before 

his death that he was diagnosed as having cancer. 

Q. And that would have been from Claire? 

A. ■ Yes. 
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__23 

Q. After Bill Dewey died, did you receive a 
communication from Claire, either telephone or 
letter or face to face, in which she said she was 
contemplating filing a lawsuit as a result of Bill's 
death? 

A. She did mention something in a letter to 

that effect. 

Q. Can you tell me as best you can recollect 
it what she said about that subject? 

A. She didn't -- wasn't very explicit with 

it. She did say something about a lawsuit, and at 
the time I thought it was for malpractice because 
the first doctor had not diagnosed Bill correctly. 

Q. Do you know whether she ever had, in fact, 

pursued a malpractice claim against the doctor? 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Other than that which you believe was a 
letter which she mentioned it, did you have any 
other communications from her about the doctor's 
diagnosis and possible malpractice? 

A. I don't recall that I did. It seemed a 

long time before I became aware of it even anymore, 
you know. 


c 
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Q. 

Other than yourself, can you tell us who 

Claire's 

close friends in the Nashua, Mew Hampshire, 

area 

were? 


A. 

There was a Mrs. Corbit and Doris Upton. 


Q. 

That's Doris? 


A. 

Upton. And there were some friends she 

had 

over 

at the Villas, but 1 don't recall their 

names. 



Q. 

The Villas is the apartment -- 


A. 

Yes . 


Q. 

— where they lived? 


A. 

Uh-huh. Those were the only two I seem 

to recall 

now. 


Q. 

Did Claire ever discuss with you Bill’s 

reaction 

to the failure of the Lazzara Bakery job? 


A. 

No, she didn't. 


Q. 

Do you recall her ever saying anything to 

you 

about 

the bakery having failed and Bill having 

lost 

his 

job there? 


A. 

I don't recall if she did. It's so long 

ago. 




Q . 

Did Claire Dewey work while they lived in 

N ew 

Hampshire? 
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A. She did work for a while at -- I think' it 
was Friendly's at the Royal Rige Mall. X think she 
worked there for a short period. 

Q. What was the name of the mall? 

A. Friendly's. 

Q. What was the name of the mall? 

A. Royal Ridge Mall, ROYAL. 

MR. DARNELL: Is that the Friendly Ice 
Cream Stores? 

THE WITNESS: I think it was either 
Friendly's or Deerings. 

Q. BY MR. SLATTERY: Was Deerings also a ice 

cream operation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was she a counter person there? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Do you know how long she worked there? 

A. No, I don’t. 

Q. Do you recall -- 

A. Maybe a year or two. I'm not sure. 

Q. Do you recall any other jobs that she had 

in the Nashua area? 

A. Not that I can think of. 
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Other than that year or two that she 


worked, was she at home? 

A. Yes. She did volunteer work at the 

hospital also one day a week. 

Q. What hospital was that? 

A. I believe it was at Memorial. 

Q. Nashua Memorial? 

A. Memorial Hospital in Nashua, yes. 

Q. Did she ever express to you her views 
about her work? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Did you work when — during the period 
that the Deweys lived in New Hampshire? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Do you know whether Claire worked after 

the Deweys moved to New Jersey? 

A. I don't recall that she did. 

Q. Do you recall Claire saying to you that 

she had to get a job because Bill was out of work 
from the bakery? 

A, No, I don't. 

Q. As far as — you have no information that 

she eve: did get a job while in New Jersey? 
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A. I think she did -- did she work in a 
dress shop or a children's clothing store? It seems 
to me she worked for a while down there. 

Q. That's something you recall her telling 

you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Any other jobs that you can recall her 

telling you that she had in New Jersey? 

A. No, that’s the only one I remember except 
for now after his death. 

Q. V7as Bill Dewey, to your knowledge, 
involved in any volunteer or charitable work while 
he lived in New Hampshire? 

A. Mot that I recall. 

Q. Do you recall Bill Dewey getting involved 

in a franchise operation called Bestline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall Bill trying to get your 

husband involved in that venture? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Did you ever discuss that with Claire? 

A. Mo. 

Q. . Did you ever discuss it with Bill? 
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A. Ho. 

Q. What about with your husband? 

A. Briefly. He didn't seem interested in it. 

Q. And that was it, he just didn't seem 

interested? 

A. Well, he didn't think it was a good idea. 

Q. Did he say he told Bill Dewey that? 

A. 1 believe he did. I don’t know, he just 

didn't do it. I don't know just what he told Bill. 

Q. Did Claire ever tell you that Bill had 
lost money in the Bestline deal? 

A. Yes, she did, because I know he had 

leftover products when he stopped selling it. 

Q. Did Claire appear upset that he had lost 
money in that deal? 

A. I don't recall whether or not she was. 

Q. Do you know how much money was involved? 

A. Ho, I don't. 

Q. Do you know whether the failure of the 

Bestline deal had anything to do with them selling 
the house on Margate Road? 

A.. I don't know why they sold that. I 
thought that was sold when he was with Sanders, I 
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recall. Seemed they weren't there too long after we 
moved there. 

Q. All right. So as far as you know, it had 
no connection. Bestline and the sale of — 

A. Hot that I know of. 

Q. Did Claire ever discuss with you Bill's 
mother and father? 

A. A little bit. 

Q. Did she tell you anything about Bill's 

relationship with his father? 

A. Well, it was more the fact that he had 

worked for his dad when they lived in Texas. 

Q. What did she tell you about that? 

A. Well, I guess they had a laundry business, 
I believe, laundromat. Or was that in Hew Hampshire? 
Maybe — I don't remember. Just I know there were 
laundromats at one time, a laundromat business. I 
don't know if that was in Texas or if that was up 
here, and I guess -- I don't know for what reason, 
he just no longer worked there and they came to Hew 
England . 

Q. Did she ever say that Bill and his father 

had a falling out, words to that effect? 
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A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Did you ever meet Mr. Dewey, Sr.? 

A. At the funeral. 

Q. That's the only time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In all the time you knew Claire Dewey, do 

you ever recall her complaining about Bill in any 


way? 


A. I can't recall that she did. She seemed 


to be rather private about her private life. 

Q. Would you say that you were more friendly 
with Claire than Mrs. Corbit, or was Mrs. Corbit 
more friendly with Claire, in your view? 

A. Mrs. Corbit knew her longer. They had 
met before I met Claire, so I really couldn't say, 
you know, which one of us was friendlier. 

Q. What about whether Mrs. Upton was closer 
to Claire than you or Mrs. Corbit or not? 

A. I don't know about that either. I know 

they saw then socially. I think they met through 
New Commerce Club, but I don't know how much Claire 
saw them as opposed to seeing me. 

Q. Do you remember Bill Dewey was involved 
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Q. Did he ever say that he reallv enjoyed 

charcoal-broiled food? 

A. I don't know if he said it. I think he 

liked it if he did it. 

MR. SLATTERY: Why don't we take just a 
couple minutes . 

(Discussion off the record.) 

(Recess taken.) 

MR. SLATTERY: I have no further 

questions. 

MS. PATTERSON: Mrs. Longan, my name is 
Anne Patterson. I represent R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company. I just want to ask you a couple questions. 
I hope it won't be too long. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MS. PATTERSON: 

Q. I'd like to get a sense of the type of 
person Mr. Dewey was. 

MR. DARNELL: You used the word "sense." 

I would ask the -- 

MR. PARRISH: She was just making a 
statement. Overruled. 

MR. DARNELL: The word "sense" was in the 
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1 

question. 

2 

Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: I would like to 

3 

understand -- 

4 

MR. DARNELL: Much better. 

5 

MS. PATTERSON: X appreciate your 

6 

approval, Mr. Darnell. 

7 

Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: I would like to 

8 

understand the type of person Mr. Dewey was, and I 

9 

just want to ask you a few questions about that. 

10 

Would you consider him a bright person? 

11 

A. I thought he was, yes. 

12 

Q. Would you say he was an intelligent 

13 

person? 

14 

A. I would think so. I don't know why. 

15 

It's just from observing, I guess. I don't have any 

16 

specific reasons for saying that. 

17 

Q. And what we're asking for are your 

18 

observations, and that's perfectly correct. 

19 

A. Yes. 

20 

Q. Was he a decisive person? By that I mean 

21 

would he make decisions and stick to them generally? 

22 

A. I think so. 

23 

Q. ■ Was he a disciplined person? 
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5 Q. For example, would he be interested in 

6 current events? 

7 A. That I don't know, more specifically. 

8 Q. Do you ever remember discussing politics 


9 with him? 

10 A. No, I don't. 

11 Q. Would he read the newspapers in your 

12 observation? 


13 A. I don't recall that since we saw him 

14 socially most of the time. 



Q. Was he a strong person? 

A. Do you mean physically, or -- 

HR. DARNEDX,: Thank you. I had the same 


18 question. 


19 Q. 3 Y MS. PATTERSON: I would say mentally 


20 strong in terms of his personality. Did he have a 

21 strong personality? 

22 A. I would think so. You get that feeling, 

23 yes . 
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1 Q. Was he an independent person? 

2 A. I think he was. 

3 Q. Was he strong-willed in the sense of when 

4 he made a decision would he be tenacious in pursuing 

5 that? 

6 A. I would think so. 

7 Q. Would you say he was a fickle person? 

8 MR. DARNELL: Do you want to define 

9 "fickle?" 

10 Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: Capable of having 

11 one's mind changed by events easily, indecisive. 

12 A. I wouldn't think so. 

13 Q. He would have been the opposite of that? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. Okay. During the years of your 

16 friendship with him, would you have considered him a 

17 warm person? 

18 A. I would say a friendly person. I don't 

19 know -- again, you know, not seeing him very often I 

20 don't know how I could answer that, but he was very 

21 friendly. 

22 Q. Did he make friends easily? 

23 A. Yes . 
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Q. Was he the type of person who was 
interested in what other people were doing and what 
was going on in their lives? 

A. Yes, I think he was. He wasn't one-sided. 

0. Open-minded, would you say? 

A. I would think so, yes. 

Q. Was he a distant person, little bit 
distant from his friends? Would he hold things back? 

A. That I don't know. I don't think I ever, 
you know, had occasion to be aware of that. 

Q. Would you characterize him as aloof in 
any way? 

A. No, I wouldn't think that. 

Q. Was he articulate? 

A. Yes, I would say so. 

Q. Could he make an argument and express an 
opinion clearly to other people? 

A. I don't recall if I ever was in such a 
situation to make such an assessment. 

Q. For example, perhaps if -- if he and your 
husband were discussing business in a situation 
which you were present, do you remember any kind of 
discussions in which he would be making an argument. 
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making a point? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Now, I got the impression from your 
testimony that you are — are still a close friend 
of Claire Dewey's; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you’ve kept your relationship going 
with Claire — 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- since you -- since they left New 

Hampshire, and you're still a good friend of Claire's? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you correspond with Claire? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How often do you talk on the telephone 
with her, let's say, in 1985? 

A. Not at all. Mostly it's by letter, very 
infrequently by phone. 


Q. Have you spoken to her by telephone in 


1985? 


MR. DARNELL: She said she hasn't. She 


just answered the question, I thought. 

THE WITNESS: I just recall now that I 


http://legacy.library.ucsf.efflc(ticKBV(t|(tt|&80 f 0/(pBtt/.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/klhl0001 





ORDER 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


3 P 


did, yes. 

MR. DARNELL: Never mind. 

Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: Can you remember why 
you called her or she called you? 

A. I think I had called her when we were 

subpoenaed and just wanted her to be aware of the 
f act. 

Q. Now, was that the first conversation you 
ever had with her in relation to this lawsuit? 

A. I don't recall if it was the first 

conversation, but -- because mostly we would write. 
It may have been. 

Q. I'll get to the letters in just a second, 
but do you remember what Claire said -- you called 
her, I'm sorry. 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Do you remember what you said to Claire? 

A. I just told her that we had been 

subpoenaed . 

Q. Do you remember what she said to you in 

r esponse? 

A. She just said, you know: Don't worry 

about it, it's nothing to worry about. Just say 
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whatever you remember. 

Q. Did she tell you anything about the 
lawsuit beyond that? 

A. No, she didn't. 

Q. So that was the conclusion of the 
conversation? 

A . Yes , it was . 

Q. Just that exchange. Okay. 

Now, you mentioned there have been 
letters back and forth. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have any of those letters dealt in any 

way with this lawsuit? 

A. No, not really. It's mostly personnel. 

Q. But I understand the main thrust of it is 

obviously personal and what your children are doing 
and so forth? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But to your recollection has there been 

any letter to or from Mrs. Dewey that had to do with 
this lawsuit? 

A. I don't believe so, which is why I called 
her, because I didn't realize, you know, even how 
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far it had gone or what was happening until wo heard, 

Q. And did you ask her when you called her 
how far it had gone and what was happening? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. Were you curious, having gotten the 
subpoena? 

A. Well, I was a little bit surprised, I 

would say, about that. 

Q. Did you ask her anything about what had 
gone on in the suit so far? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you ask her whether you were the 

first person — 

A. I did ask her. She volunteered and said 

that a lot of other people had been subpoenaed also 
as well as relatives. 

Q. Did she tell you specifically who had 
been subpoenaed? 

A. She mentioned Bill's parents and I think 

some friends of theirs on the Cape. 

Q. Okay. Did she tell you anything about 

the depositions that had taken place? 

A. No, not -- just -- you know, I didn't 
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even know what a deposition was at the tine, and she 
said it was in lieu of going to court and that was 


3 

about/ you 

know, it 

• 



4 

Q. 

Did she 

tell you 

anything about 

what 

5 

other people had been asked 

in connection 

with this 

6 

lawsuit? 





7 

A. 

No. 




8 

Q. 

Did she 

tell you 

anything about 

what 

9 

kinds of issues had 

arisen 

in the lawsuit? 


10 

A. 

No, she 

didn't. 



11 

Q. 

Did she 

tell you 

how long it had been 

12 

going on? 





13 

A. 

No. 




14 

Q. 

Did you 

ask? 



15 

A. 

I didn't 

ask, no 

• 


16 

Q. 

Okay. 




17 

A. 

I really 

didn't 

see, you know, 

any need 

18 

for it. 





19 

Q. 

Did she 

tell you 

who her lawyers were? 

20 

A. 

She may 

have. I 

don't recall whether or 

21 

not she did. 




22 

Q. 

Going back for a 

moment to the 

letters, 

23 

think you 

said you 

don't recall any mention in the 
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1 

letters about the lawsuit at all. 

2 

Over the years you've written to Claire, 

3 

she's written to you — 

4 

A. Uh-huh. 

5 

Q. — how often would there be an exchange 

6 

of letters? 

7 

A. Maybe two or three times a year. 

8 

Q. When you get a letter from Claire, would 

9 

you read it and then immediately dispose of it? 

10 

A. No, I usually keep it until I answer it 

11 

and then dispose of it. 

12 

Q . As of this moment, as best as you can 

13 

recall, do you have in your possession any letters 

14 

from Claire? 

15 

A. I'm not sure. I might have one. 

16 

Q. Okay. Do you remember when that was 

17 

written? 

18 

A. No, I don't. 

19 

Q. Any special reason why you kept that 

20 

letter ? 

21 

A. I probably haven't answered it yet. 

22 

Q. Do you remember what that letter had in 

23 

it -- has in it, since it now exists? 
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MR. DARNELL: I’m going to object unless 

it relates to the issues involved in this lawsuit. 

Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: You can answer, Mrs. 

Longan. 

A. I really don't remember because it's been 
a while. I probably -- you know, pertaining to the 
children and what they were doing, and I think she 
mentioned something about her job and her working. 

Q. Were you ever curious to know what 
happened, if anything, about a possible malpractice 
suit against that doctor that she mentioned? 

MR. DARNELL: Objection. This witness’ 
curiosity is absolutely irrelevant to the issues in 
the lawsuit. 

MS. PATTERSON: May I rephrase, Mr. 

Darnell? 

MR. DARNELL: She can answer it. 

MS. PATTERSON: No, I'd rather rephrase. 
Q. BY MS. PATTERSON: Did you ever ask 

Claire either in a letter or by -- in a phone 
conversation what, if anything, had happened 'with 
regard to a lawsuit against the doctor? 

A. ■ I believe I may have asked her, you know. 
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right after Bill passed away and when I became aware 
of the fact that there was a lawsuit, but as I said, 
Claire was not one to discuss personal things too 
readily, so I just really didn’t pry. 

Q. Did she say: I'd rather not talk about 
that, something, along those lines? 

A. Well, I really wouldn’t even ask her 
unless she brought it up. You know, I may have 
questioned her in general, but it was nothing I 
would pursue. I just, you know, got the feeling 
that she would rather not talk about things like 
that, so — 

Q. I’m just curious because you mentioned 
you thought you recalled a conversation. Did she 
bring that up with you at all? 

A. Did she bring what up? 

Q. The subject of the possible malpractice 

suit. 

A. I don't remember now whether or not it 

was by mail or by phone, but it was, you know, a 
little while after Bill passed away that I became 
aware of it, but I was not too familiar with what 
was progressing until we were interviewed sometime 
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after that. 

Q. When you got a subpoena and it had a name 

of a case and so forth on it and had Claire's name 
on it, did you assume that that was the same lawsuit 
that she had been talking about that would have 
involved the doctor? 

A. Well, I think I knew it had progressed 
when we heard from the R. J. Reynolds people. I was 
aware then that that was not a malpractice suit but 
it had gone on further. 

Q. When you called Claire, did you ask her 
anything about what relationship this might have had 
to what happened with the doctor? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. When did you determine that this was a 
lawsuit against tobacco companies rather than a 
lawsuit against a physician? 

A. Well, somebody came to interview us at 
home a few years ago from R. J. Reynolds Tobacco, 
and I think it was then that I was made aware of it. 

Q. Did you read the letter that -- I believe 
there was a letter -- strike that, please. 

I recall you testifying that there was 
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something about a letter Bill had written with 


regard -- 


MR. DARNELL: I don't know if that was 


her testimony or her husband's testimony. 

MS. PATTERSON: Sorry. 

Q. BiT MS. PATTERSON: Did Claire ever show 

you any letter that Bill Dewey had written to a 
physician in connection with his treatment? 

A. No. 

MS. PATTERSON: I think that's all 1 have, 
Mrs. Longan. Thank you. 

MR. KEARNEY: Ma'am, my name is John 
Kearney. I represent American Brands. 

EXAMINATION 


3Y MR. KEARNEY: 

Q. You indicated that you and Mrs. Dewey 

shared a common interest in cooking. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what kinds of foods Mrs. 

Dewey prepared for her family? 

A. Oh, I don't think they were out of the 

ordinary, but when, you know, she had company, then 
I would say it was varied, seafood or poultry. 
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beef -- 

Q. Did she have any specialities in ethnic 

foods that she served such as Mexican food or 
Chinese food or some other kind of food? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Do you know if she served the food to the 
family highly seasoned? 

A. I don’t recall that she did. 

Q. Did she ever tell you whether there were 
any foods that her husband couldn't eat? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Did you ever hear Bill Dewey say that he 

wanted to stop smoking but he couldn't? 

A. No , I don't. 

Q. Do you recall what brand or brands of 
cigarettes Bill Dewey smoked? 

A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know how many cigarettes he smoked 
on a daily basis during the time that you observed 
him smoking? 

A. I'd say frequently. I don’t know how 
many because it was usually not a length of a day, 
you know., maybe a few hours on a visit. I don't 
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know whether he smoked the same way during the day. 

Q. Could you estimate how many cigarettes he 
smoked in this few hours that you visited on those 
occasions? 

A. I don’t really know. 

Q. Okay.. 

A. It's sort of hard to say. 

Q. Did you ever see Mr. Dewey carrying a 

pack of cigarettes around with him in a pocket or in 
his hand? 

A. I don’t recall, but I would think he had 

them with him if he -- 

Q. I only want to know what your 

recollection is. 

Claire Dewey ever smoke cigarettes? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever see Mr. Dewey smoke a pipe? 

A. I don't remember whether he may have or 

not. It almost seems that he might have on occasion, 
but I'm not really positive again. 

Q. Did you ever see him smoke a cigar? 

A. No. 

Q. Claire Dewey ever say to you that she 
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thought cigarette — smoking cigarettes wasn't good 

2 

for one's health? 

3 

A. I don't recall that she did. 

4 

Q. Do you recall what Mrs. Corbit's first 

5 

name is? 

6 

A. I did know it at the time. It might come 

7 

to me later. 

8 

Q. Okay. Did either Bill or Claire Dewey 

9 

ever mention anyone else from Bill’s family that had 

10 

cancer ? 

11 

A. No. 

12 

Q. When Bill and Claire Dewey were living in 

13 

Nashua at the various locations, do you know if Bill 

14 

ever did any painting either inside or outside the 

15 

house? 

16 

A. I don't recall that he did. 

17 

Q. Did he ever do any work insulating any of 

18 

these places where he lived? 

19 

A. No. 

20 

Q. Claire Dewey ever talk to you about her 

21 

marriage to Bill, that is, the actual wedding? 

22 

A. No. 

23 

Q. . Before your testimony was taken here 
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today, did you and your husband talk about the 
deposition and what areas you thought might come up? 

A. No. 

Q. Didn't discuss it at all the fact -- 

A. We discussed that, but, you know, we 

didn't discuss any specific aspects of it. 

Q. Did you and your husband try to recall 
any names or places or anything regarding the Deweys 
before you got here today? 

A. No. 

Q. No. 

One second, please. 

Your husband told us that at some point 
in time he stopped smoking cigarettes. Is that your 
recollection? 

A. Yes. 

Q. After he stopped smoking cigarettes, do 

you know of anyone he ever talked to in which he 
told them they should stop smoking cigarettes also? 

A. I don't recall, you know, hearing him say 
that. I don't know. 

Q. Was your husband proud of the fact that 

he stopped smoking cigarettes? 
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A. I don't know if he was proud. I think he 
just became aware of the fact that it wasn't healthy 
and just stopped on his own. 

Q. Uh-huh. Do you know how your husband 
became aware that smoking cigarettes wasn't healthy? 

A. Probably by the media. 

Q. Did you see things in the media that said 
smoking wasn't good for your health around the time 
that your husband quit? 

A. I don't actually recall the time, you 
know, just when he stopped smoking. 

Q. Do you know what work Claire Dewey did as 
a hospital volunteer? 

A. I think she worked in the -- wasn't the 
cafeteria, was the snack shop, I believe. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. The gift shop maybe. 

Q. Do you know if she had any contact with 
patients in any of the areas or wards of the 
hospital? 

A. Not that I'm aware of. 

MR. KEARNEY: Thank you. 

MR. DARNELL: Thank you. I have no 
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